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THE 

CONVALESCENT; 

OR ,  THE  CHURCHMAN  RECOVER! N G ,  %c. 

B3ERH4PS  the  following  reflexions  will  obtain 
a  greater  share  of  attention,  and  excite  deeper 
interest  with  those  persons  lor  whose  benefit  they 
are  more  immediately  intended,  if  they  know  before¬ 
hand  that  this  tract  was  written  bv  one  who  has 
been  in  the  same  circumstances  with  themselves. 
The  author,  like  you,  has  been  sick,  and  by  the 
goodness  of  God  has  been  restored  and  is  recover¬ 
ing  his  health.  He  can,  therefore,  enter  the  more 
easily  and  fully  into  your  feelings,  and  may,  per¬ 
haps,  be  enabled  by  these  fellow-feelings  to  address 
himself  more  effectually  to  your  heart. 

There  is  much  in  this  consideration,  that  we 
have  been  sufferers  in  the  same  way,  and  have  been 
alike  partakers  of  the  mercy  of  our  God,  to  attach 
us  one  to  another.  If  two  persons  were  to  meet 
who  had  both  escaped  from  shipwreck,  though  they 
were  before  unknown  to  each  other,  they  would 
feel  more  mutual  interest,  and  converse  more  freely 
and  kindly  than  if  they  had  not  both  been  sufferers 
by  a  storm  at  sea.  If  a  rich  man  who  had  never 
known  want,  were  to  exhort  a  poor  man  to  con¬ 
tentment  in  his  poverty;  the  poor  man  might  reply, 
“  You  cannot  speak  feelingly  on  the  subject, 
because  you  have  never  had  any  experience  of 
what  I  suffer.  Your  observations  are  good,  but 
you  cannot  yourself  feel  the  difficulty  of  acting 
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upon  them.”  So,  on  the  other  hand,  a  poor  man 
cannot  fully  enter  into  the  temptations  of  the  rich 
to  an  undue  attachment  to  the  things  of  the  present 
evil  world. — Confidence  in  our  Lord  and  Saviour 
Jesus  Christ  is  recommended  to  us  by  this  con¬ 
sideration,  that  He  was  in  all  things  made  like 
unto  His  brethren  ;  that  He  might  be  a  merciful 
and  faithful  high  priest  in  things  pertaining  to 
God,  to  make  reconciliation  for  the  sins  of  the 
people.  For  in  that  He  Himself  haih  suffered 
being  tempted,  or  tried  by  affliction,  He  is  able  to 
su&cour  them  that  are  tempted .*  And  again: 
We  have  not  an  high  priest  that  cannot  be 
touched  with  feeling  of  our  infirmities ;  but 
was  in  all  points  tempted  (or  tried)  like  as  we  are , 
yet  without  sin.  Let  us  therefore ,  (adds  St.  Paul) 
come  boldly  to  the  throne  of  grace ,  that  we  may 
obtain  mercy ,  and  find  grace  to  help  in  time  of 
need.f 

The  author,  then,  of  this  tract  begs  your  atten¬ 
tion  to  its  contents,  not  merely  on  the  common 
ground  of  feeling  that  charity  or  love  towards  you, 
which  produces  a  regard  to  your  present  and  eter¬ 
nal  happiness ;  but  also  as  having  been  a  fellow- 
sufferer  with  you  in  a  fit  of  sickness,  and  as  having 
the  same  reason  that  you  have  for  blessing  the  kind 
hand  of  God  in  raising  him  up  again  to  the  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  health  and  strength. 

Allow  me  then  to  suggest  to  you  my  own  re¬ 
flexions  on  my  recovery,  under  the  three  following 
divisions: — What  has  passed  in  my  mind, 

BEFORE  I  LEFT  MY  CHAMBER, — ON  RETURN¬ 
ING,  FOR  THE  FIRST  TIME,  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF 
God, — AND  WHEN  ENTERING  AGAIN  ON  THE 
DUTIES  OF  MY  CALLING  IN  LIFE. 


*  Heb.  ii,  17,  18. 


t  Heb.  iv.  15, 16. 


4  The  Convalescent ;  or,  the  Churchman 
Tiie  Churchman  recovering  from  a  fit 

OF  SICKNESS,  IN  HIS  CHAMBER. 

The  Lord  hath  done  great  things  for  me,  whereof 
it  becometh  me  to  rejoice.  It  was  His  hand  that 
brought  down  my  strength  in  my  journey  of  iife, 
and  threatened  to  shorten  my  days.  But  what  has 
been  His  motive,  the  object  proposed,  in  this  visi¬ 
tation  ?  Has  it  not  been  kindness  to  my  soul? 
Has  not  its  object  been  my  spiritual  and  eternal 
good  t  Cod  has  acted  towards  me,  as  an  affec¬ 
tionate  father  acts  towards  his  child.  He  has  con¬ 
sidered  not  so  much  my  present  ease,  as  my  future 
well-being.  He  has  for  a  time  cut  me  off  from  my 
usual  temporal  comforts,  and  for  a  time  inflicted 
on  me  a  merciful  degree  of  chastisement.  Let  me 
remember  that  1  have  His  own  authority  for 
believing  that  whom  He  loveth  He  chastenetli ,  and 
scourgelh  every  son  whom  He  receiveih .*  Let  me 
then  inquire  what,  in  the  previous  state  of  my  heart 
and  life,  rendered  this  gracious  interposition  ne¬ 
cessary, — w  hat  has  been  the  improvement  I  have 
made  of  it, — and  what  are  my  purposes,  hopes,  and 
resolutions,  now  that  1  am  again  restored  to  a 
prospect  of  a  further  continuance  in  the  land  of  the 
living. 

What  then  was  the  state  of  my  heart  and  life 

previous  to  this  visitation.  I  had  lived - years 

in  the  wrorld,  w  here  I  had  been  placed  as  a  pilgrim 
and  stranger,  in  order  that  I  might  prepare  for  an 
eternal  state.  Born  in  sin  and  a  child  of  wrath, f 
I  had  to  seek  and  obtain  an  interest  in  Christ  the 
only  Saviour  of  sinners,  in  order  that  I  might  here 
enjoy  peace  with  God,  and  be  freed  from  that  con- 

*  Heb.  xii.  G  t  Church  Catechism,  Ps.  li.  5.  Eph,  ii.  5. 
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•demnation  to  which  impenitent  sinners  must  be  sub¬ 
ject  at  death  and  judgment,*  1  had  to  seek  after  God 
that  my  soul  might  live;+  to  obtain  reconciliation 
with  Him,  and  a  supply  of  His  grace  that  I  might 
be  enabled  thereby  to  resist  the  temptations  of  the 
devil,  the  world,  and  the  flesh,  to  subdue  the 
natural  corruptions  of  my  nature,  and  to  live  to 
God.  This  was  the  end  for  which  I  was  sent  into 
the  world  ;  for  which  the  Son  of  God  shed  His 
precious  blood  on  the  cross ;  for  which  the  Scrip¬ 
tures  were  inspired  and  put  into  my  hands ;  and 
for  which  the  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit  is  therein 
promised.  This  was  the  object  proposed  by  all  the 
means  of  grace  with  which  I  have  beep  indulged, 
and  by  all  the  providential  dealings  of  God  with 
me,  from  my  youth  up  until  now,  whether  they 
have  been  pleasing  or  painful  to  flesh  and  blood. 

But  did  I  live  with  this  view  and  for  this  pur¬ 
pose — to  secure  an  interest  in  Christ,  and  to  prove 
my  faith  in  Him  by  my  spirit  and  conduct  ?  What 
evidence  had  I  that  1  was  born  again ,  and  so 
become  a  new  creature  in  Christ  ?  What  proof 
did  I  give  to  the  world,  by  the  general  tenour  of 
my  life,  walk,  and  conversation,  that  I  was  a 
Christian  indeed,  having  not  only  the  form,  but 
being  also  under  the  power  of  Godliness?  Did  I 
maintain  not  only  the  form  but  the  spirit  also  of 
private  prayer?  Was  I  more  anxious  to  obtain 
spiritual  than  worldly  blessings?  Did  I  constantly 
prefer  the  favour  of  God  to  every  earthly  benefit  ? 
Did  the  world  take  knowledge  of  me,  that  I  had 
been  with  Jesus,  and  was  one  of  His  disciples, 
depending  on  His  grace  and  imitating  His  ex¬ 
ample?  Did  I  make  a  conscience  of  attending  the 
public  worship  of  God,  praying  and  expecting  to 
derive  real  and  substantial  benefit  to  my  soul  from 
H  is  word  and  ordinances  ? 


*  Luke  xiii.  3,  5. 


f  Psalm  Ixix.  32. 
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I  now  see  that  the  business  of  religion  ought  to 
have  been  mv  chief  business. — That  while  I  was 
bound  to  be  diligent  in  my  worldly  calling,  I  was 
still  more  strongly  obliged  to  be  fervent  in  spirit 
serving  the  Lord.*  That  it  was  both  my  duty  and 
privilege  to  make  every  thing  subservient  to  the 
care  of  my  soul  ;  and  whatever  else  I  neglected, 
not  to  have  neglected  that. — That  it  is  not  possible, 
as  our  Lord  has  told  us,  to  serve  God  and  Mammon ‘f 
with  equal  devotion,  since  one  or  the  other  always 
has,  and  ever  must  have,  a  preference  in  the 
esteem  of  the  heart  and  the  pursuit  of  the  life :  and 
that,  on  the  one  hand,  to  be  carnally  minded,  to 
have  the  world  uppermost  in  the  affections,  is 
death;  and  that,  on  the  other,  to  he  spiritually 
minded ,  to  have  a  concern  for  the  soul,  an  earnest 
desire  after  the  favour  of  God,  through  an  interest 
in  Christ  and  the  renewing  power  of  His  Holy  Spirit, 
is  life  and  peace .J  Did  I  then,  before  this  illness, 
act  on  the  conviction  of  the  truth  of  our  Lord’s 
words,  that  a  man  would  be  nothing  profited  who 
should  gain  the  whole  world,  and  lose  his  own 
sold;  and  that  there  is  nothing  to  be  given  in  ex¬ 
change  for  the  soul  !§ 

But,  admitting  that  T  had  some  concern  for  my 
precious  soul,  attended  regularly  the  means  of 
grace,  maintained  private  prayer,  was  free  from 
outward  immorality,  was  numbered  among  the 
professors  of  vital  Christianity,  and  was  really 
conscious  of  some  spiritual  desires  and  aversions, 
hopes  and  fears,  joys  and  sorrows;  I  can,  never¬ 
theless,  now  discern  the  wisdom  and  mercy  of  God 
in  this  visitation  of  His  providence.  For  how  far 
off  was  I  from  that  joy  and  peace  in  believing  to 
which  a  Christian  should  aspire!  How  languid 
were  my  desires,  how  faint  my  hopes,  and  how 

*  Rom.  xii.  11.  t  Matt.  vi.  24.  t  Rom.  viii.  C.  §  Matt,  xvi,  26. 
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lake-warm  my  love  !  God  Almighty,  in  His  mercy 
grant,  that  this  affliction  may  prove  the  means  of 
stirring  me  up  to  make  my  calling  and  election 
sure !* 

Let  me  then  inquire  what  benefit  I  have  derived 
from  this  affliction  ?  It  was  intended  by  the  good¬ 
ness  of  God  for  my  spiritual  improvement;  but 
what  use  have  I  made  of  the  instruction  it  was 
calculated  to  afford  me  ! 

H  as  it  been  the  means  of  humbling  me?  Have 
I  learned  more  than  I  before  knew  of  my  own  sin¬ 
fulness  and  unworthiness  before  God  ?  Has  a 
more  lively  sense  of  the  purity  of  that  Divine  Being 
in  whose  presence  I  must  shortly  stand,  the  spiri¬ 
tuality  of  His  law  which  condemns  every  unholy 
desire  and  requires  perfect  love  to  God  and 
godliness,  caused  me  to  abhor  myself  and  repent 
in  dust  and  ashes  ?f  I  can  have  derived  no  bene¬ 
fit  from  this  fatherly  visitation,  if  I  have  not  been 
abased  by  it.  For  since  Christ  can  only  be  pre¬ 
cious  to  my  soul,  in  proportion  as  it  feels  its  need 
of  Him :  in  order  to  the  exercise  of  faith  in  Him 
with  all  my  heart,  I  must  cease  from  all  self- 
righteous  hopes  : — I  must  sink  into  self-despair  in 
order  to  be  exalted  and  comforted  in  His  righteous¬ 
ness.  And  as  communion  with  God,  which  is  the 
essence  of  all  vital  religion,  can  only  be  enjoyed  as 
we  are  conscious  of  reconciliation  with  Him  through 
the  atoning  blood  of  Christ,  I  must  have  faith  in 
Christ,  of  the  operation  of  the  Holy  Spirit  on  my 
heart,  or  I  can  know  nothing  of  religion  but  the 
name  and  the  form. 

Have  I  then  been  brought,  while  under  this 
affliction,  and  while  I  knew  not  but  that  I  was 
about  to  enter  on  an  eternal  world,  to  have  my 
state  for  ever  unchangeably  fixed,  to  be  with  God, 


*  2  Pet.  i.  10. 


t  Job,  xlii.  6. 
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or  eternally  banished  from  His  presence — have  I 
been  brought  to  this  conviction,  “  I  am,  in  myself, 
a  lost  creature,  being  a  sinner  and  the  wages  of 
sin  being  death *  everlasting.  I  was  shapen  in 
iniquity ,  and  in  sin  did  my  mother  conceive  me.f 
Every  moment  of  my  life  has  been  a  moment  of 
increased  guilt;  and  in  every  thought,  word,  and 
deed,;);  I  have  transgressed  against  the  holiness  of 
God,  or  fallen  short  of  what  it  required  of  me.§  I 
am  going  to  appear  in  His  presence.  I  have 
nothing  to  plead  in  arrest  of  judgment  but  the  merit 
and  satisfaction  made  by  my  Lord  and  Saviour 
Jesus  Christ,  who  died  on  the  cross  for  sinners. 
Independently  of  an  interest  in  His  atoning  sacri¬ 
fice,  I  must  perish.  And  that  faith  which  lays  hold 
on  Him  to  salvation,  1  cannot  produce  in  my  own 
soul  without  the  grace  of  His  Holy  Spirit.^}  To 
that  grace  I  look,  as  being  in  myself  wretched,  and 
miserable,  and  poor,  and  blind,  and  naked. ||  I 
must  be  renewed  in  the  spirit  of  my  mind.  My 
affections  must  be  set  on  things  above  where 
Christ  sitteth  at  the  right  hand  of  God.**  Has 
this  change  been  wrought  in  me  ?  \\  hat  evidence  - 

can  I  look  to,  with  satisfaction  to  myself,  that  it 
has  been  wrought  ! — that  I  am  become  a  new 
creature, — that  old  things  are  passed  away ,  and 
all  things  become  new  l f  f  W  ithout  this  change, 
could  I  be  removed  to  heaven,  I  should  be  unhappy 
even  there ;  because  heaven  is  a  holy  place,  and  I 
should  remain  an  unholy  being.  There  would  be 
nothing  in  heaven  to  suit  my  carnal  desires  and 
inclinations  ;  nothing  but  what  would  be  irksome 
to  me.Jj;  If  1  have  no  pleasure  in  prayer  and  praise, 
in  thoughts  of  God  and  His  glory  here  ;  if  the 

*  Rom.  vi.  23.  t  Ps.  li.  5.  t  Gen.  vi.  5.  §  Rom.  iii.  23. 

*1  Col.  ii.  12.  ||  Rev.  iii.  17.  **  Col.  iii.  1,  &c. 

tt  2  Cor.  v.  17.  it  Rev.  xxii.  11,  14. 
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world  satisfy  me  without  any  communion  with 
God,  how  could  heaven  itself  make  me  happy, 
since  its  happiness  consists  in  communion  with 
God,  in  loving  and  serving  Him!  If  I  have  no 
pleasure  in  the  communion  of  saints *  here  below, 
and  perhaps  know  not  what  it  means,  how  could  I 
find  delight  in  an  eternal  association  with  holy 
angels,  and  the  spirits  of  just  men  made  perfect  V'\ 

This  leads  me  to  inquire,  in  order  that  I  may 
not  deceive  myself  in  estimating  the  benefit  I  have 
received  by  my  late  affliction,  what  are  my  pur¬ 
poses,  hopes,  and  resolutions,  on  recovering 
from  it  ? 

What  do  I  propose,  hope  for,  and  resolve,  in 
relation  to  my  future  life?  My.  life  has  been  mer¬ 
cifully  spared  for  the  present,  though  I  know  not 
for  how  long  dr  short  a  period.  I  may  be  again 
speedily  visited  with  sickness  which  may  bring  me 
down  to  the  grave;  or  my  days  may  be  suddenly 
cut  short.  The  present  moment  may  be  one  of  in¬ 
conceivable  importance.  It  is  a  crisis  in  my  life, 
on  which  may  depend  an  eternity  of  bliss  or  of  woe. 
If  this  late  affliction  produce  no  beneficial  effect  on 
my  soul, — if  it  be  suffered  to  pass  without  conver¬ 
sion  to  God, — if  the  convictions  which  have  been 
produced  in  the  more  immediate  prospect  of  death, 
have  been  like  a  morning  cloud ,  or  the  early 
dew; J— my  guilt  will  be  increased,  my  heart 
become  more  hard,  my  state  more  dangerous,  and 
God  may  say,  as  He  said  concerning  the  old  world, § 
My  spirit  shall  no  longer  strive  with  that  perverse 
sinner,  who  turns  a  deaf  ear  to  the  voice  of  my 
providence.  He  may  say.  Because  I  called  and 
thou  refusedst ,  I  stretched  out  my  hand,  hut  thou 
regardedst  not — Thou  hast  set  at  nought  ail  my 
counsel,  and  ivouldest  none  of  my  reproof — 1  will 

*  Apostles’  Creed.  fHeb.  xii.  22,  23.  J  Hos.  vi.  4.  §  Gen.  vi. 
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laugh  at  thy  calamity  and  mock  when  thy  fear 
cometh;  when  thy  fear  cometh  as  desolation,  and 
thy  destruction  cometh  as  a  whirlwind,  when  dis¬ 
tress  and  anguish  cometh  upon  thee.  Then  shalt 
thou  call  upon  me,  hut  I  will  not  answer;  thou 
shalt  seek  me  early,  hut  thou  shalt  not  find  me: 
For  that  thou  hatedst  knowledge,  and  didst  not 
choose  the  fear  of  the  Lord;  thou  wouldest  none  of 
my  counsel,  and  despisedst  all  my  reproof.  There- 
Jore  shalt  thou  eat  of  the  fruit  of  thine  own  way, 
and  he  filled  with  thine  own  devices* 

God,  in  His  late  providential  visit  to  me,  has 
kindly  and  powerfully  spoken  to  me  and  said,  My 
son,  give  me  thy  heart.f  What  an  instance  of 
condescension,  and  what  a  proof  of  infinite  com¬ 
passion  in  Him,  to  ask  for  such  a  gift  at  my  hands  ! 
He  has  asked  for  it,  that  He  might  cleanse  it  from 
guilt  by  the  blood  of  the  cross  ;  that  He  might 
purify  it  from  its  pollution  by  the  influence  of  His 
Holy  Spirit and  that  he  might  make  it  His  own 
habitation.  He  has  asked  me  for  it,  in  short,  that 
He  might  make  it  happy,  and,  bv  doing  so,  glorify 
H  is  own  name.  But  what  an  affront  will  it  be  to 
Him  if  I  should  refuse  to  give  Him  what  He  has 
asked  for  with  so  much  earnestness,  and  with  such 
a  motive  !  Should  I  shut  the  door  of  my  heart 
against  Him,  and  open  it  to  the  world  His  rival; 
should  the  world  take  a  stronger  hold  of  me  than 
it  had  before,  what  can  I  expect  at  the  hands  of 
God,  but  that  He  should  swear  in  His  wrath  that  I 
shall  never  enter  into  His  rest  Indeed  rest  is 
only  to  be  enjoyed  in  the  heart  that  receives  and 
welcomes  Him.  But  I  hear  Him  still  saying  to 
me.  Behold,  I  stand  at  the  door  and  knock:  if  any 
man  hear  my  voice,  and  open  the  door,  I  will  come 
in  to  him,  and  sup  with  him,  and  he  with  mef 

*  Prov.  i.  24,  See.  +  Prtfv.  xxiii.  26.  4  Heb.  iii.  11,  18. 

§  Rev.  iii.  20. 
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O  my  soul,  shall  this  heavenly  visitor  knock  in 
vain  ? 

Let  me  remember  that  if  I  derive  no  profit  from 
the  past  affliction,  God  is  not  obliged  to  repeat 
the  call  to  repentance :  no  renewed  visit  of  the 
like  kind  may  be  made  to  me.  On  the  contrary, 
He  may  say  respecting  me,  what  He  said  of  old 
concerning  Israel — Ephraim  is  joined  to  idols;  let 
him  alone  and  if  He  withdraw  the  awakening 
influence  of  His  providence,  and  of  His  Spirit  to 
accompany  it,  my  destruction  is  sure.  The  present 
moment,  then,  is,  as  I  have  already  described  it,  a 
grand  crisis  in  my  time  of  probation  here  below. 
If  it  be  a  season  of  grace,  and  consequently  of 
conversion  to  God,  I  shall  remember  it  with  lively 
thankfulness  to  all  eternity  :  if  not,  I  may  have  to 
regret  and  lament  my  own  folly  and  wickedness, 
my  “  hardness  of  heart  and  contempt  of  God’s 
word  and  commandment,”  for  ever  and  ever. 

What,  then,  at  this  moment,  are  my  chief 
desires,  purposes,  and  resolutions?  Do  I  desire, 
and  purpose,  and  resolve,  to  give  up  myself  hence¬ 
forward  to  the  guidance  of  God’s  Holy  Word  and 
Spirit  ?  Have  I,  on  my  bended  knees,  and  with 
earnestness,  poured  out  my  heart  before  Him, 
beseeching  Him,  of  His  infinite  mercy,  to  sanctify 
this  affliction  to  the  salvation  of  my  soul?  Have 
I  besought  Him  to  deepen  my  convictions  of  sin, 
and  to  make  them  lasting — to  make  Christ  precious 
to  me  as  a  Saviour,  by  giving  me  a  taste  of  that 
peace  which  passeth  all  under standingf — to  take 
my  whole  heart  for  Himself,  and  to  fill  it  with  His 
presence ;  and  when  He  has  thus  taken  it  to  keep 
it;  being  conscious  that  I  cannot  give  it  to  Him, 
nor  keep  it  for  Him,  without  the  grace  of  His  Holy 
Spirit  ?  Is  it  my  desire,  my  purpose  and  resolution, 


*  Hes.  iv.  17. 
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formed  in  deperidance  on  His  Almighty  aid,  to  live 
henceforth  not  to  myself  hut  to  Him  that  died  for 
me  and  rose  again  i* 

Let  me  remember  that  thousands,  like  Lot’s 
wife,f  have,  as  it  were,  escaped  from  Sodom,  and 
yet  afterwards  have  looked  back  and  become  mo¬ 
numents  of  Divine  displeasure.  Thousands,  during 
*  fit  of  sickness  or  some  other  bereavement  of 
worldly  comfort,  have  intended  and. determined  to 
turn  their  backs  on  the  world,  and  to  become  de¬ 
voted  disciples  and  servants  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ;  who  have  afterwards  forgotten  the  vows  of 
their  afflicted  state,  and  gone  back  to  the  world, 
with  greater  greediness  after  its  riches,  pleasures, 
or  honours  than  they  felt  before.  The  end  of  such 
persons  is  worse  than  their  beginning But  how 
came  this  awful  apostaey§  to  take  place  ?  Wherein 
did  they  fail  with  respect  to  the  temporary  dedica¬ 
tion  which  they  made  of  themselves  to  God  and 
His  service  ?  It  was  merely  the  effect  of  alarm  at 
the  prospect  of  d^ath,  and  was  made  in  their  own 
strength.  Their  disgust  of  the  world  arose  not 
from  any  superior  excellence  which  they  had  found 
in  religion,  not  from  having  tasted  that  the  Lord 
is  gracious ;  ||  but  it  was  merely  a  disappointment  of 
worldly  expectation,  an  incapacity  of  enjoying  its 
supposed  happiness,  a  mortification  of  carnal  appe¬ 
tite.  It  was  the  feeling  of  a  wayward  child  when 
ifjs  plaything  has  been  broken,  who  cries  till  a  new 
one  is  obtained.  No  change  of  heart  had  been 
wrought— no  real  want  of  a  Saviour  had  been  felt — 
no  union  with  Him  by  faith  had  taken  place. 

O  my  God — Let  ME  not  deceive  myself!  May 
I  have  a  thorough  conviction  that,  as  my  soul 
was  originally  made  for  the  enjoyment  of  Thee, 

*  2  Cor.  v.  15.  t  Gen.  xix.  26.  Luke  xvii.  32. 

t  2  Pet.  .  20.  §  Heb.  vi.  4,  &c.  ||  l  Pet.  ii.  5,. 
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nothing  but  Thyself, —a  consciousness  of  Thy 
favour,  a  sense  of  Thy  presence,  a  restoration  to 
Thine  image, — can  render  me  happy!  O  let  my  re¬ 
nunciation  of  the  world,  the  flesh,  and  the  devil, 
be  sincere  and  abiding  !  not  only  let  my  judgment 
be  convinced,  but  let  my  will  be  converted  to  Thee! 
Let  me  live  henceforth  as  Thy  devoted  servant  and 

•j 

dutiful  child.  Let  me  be  altogether  Thine.  And 
to  this  end,  O  pour  out  upon  me  “  an  abundance  of 
Thy  mercy,”  pardoning  my  sin,  accepting  my 
person,  sanctifying  my  heart,  and  keeping  me  by 
Thy  power,  through  faith,  unto  salvation !  Should 
I  encounter  temptations  to  return  to  folly  *  enable 
me  to  resist  them  steadfast  in  the  faith, — if  afflictions 
befal  me,  give  me  grace  to  be  thankful  for  them 
and  to  profit  by  them, — if  persecution  for  righteous¬ 
ness’  sake  assail  me,  may  it  turn  to  me  for  a  testi- 
monijy'X  as  it  did  to  Thy  servants  of  old,  that  I  am 
walking  in  their  steps  and  in  those  of  my  blessed 

Master  and  Redeemer.  May  I  hold  out  unto  th@ 

%/ 

end,  and  at  last  receive  the  crown  of  glory  that 
fadeth  not  away ! 


The  Churchman  recovered  from  a  fit  of 

SICKNESS,  RETURNING  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF 

God. 

Let  me  remember  the  anxious  inquiry  of  that 
good  king  Hezekiah  which  he  made  on  his 
recovery  from  sickness.  It  was  his  first  inquiry  in 
the  prospect  of  a  return  to  life,  and  seems  to  have 
engaged  his  chief  attention — he  asked,  what  is 
the  sign ,  the  token  to  assure  me,  that  /  shall  go  up 
to  the  House  of  the  Lordf — that  I  shall  again 


*  Ps.  lxxxv.  8. 
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visit  that  place  of  blessing,  and  mix  my  vows  with 
those  of  the  great  congregation  of  His  worshipping 
people. 

Among  other  motives  which,  doubtless,  in¬ 
fluenced  the  mind  of  Hezekiah  in  this  earnest  wish 
to  revisit  the  House  of  God,  was  a  desire  to  return 
public  thanks  to  God  for  his  recovery  from  the 
dangerous  state  in  which  he  had  been.  He  was 
solicitous  that  others  should  join  him  in  the  ac¬ 
knowledgment  of  a  debt  of  gratitude  to  God,  which 
he  was  conscious  he  could  never  pay,  and  that  the 
thankful  feelings  of  his  own  heart  should  be  made 
public  in  the  church.  Such  too  is  my  duty  ;  and 
while  I  lament  it  should  so  often  appear,  by  the 
frequent  requests  for  the  prayers  of  the  congrega¬ 
tion  in  the  time  of  sickness,  how  anxious  men  are 
for  a  continuance  of  life, — it  should  also  appear  by 
the  infrequency  of  public  thanksgiving,  how  soon 
they  forgot  from  whence  the  blessing  conies  ;  let  me 
not  be  numbered  among  the  latter.  If  nine  healed 
lepers  forget  to  return  and  give  glory  to  God,* 
let  me  resemble  the  tenth,  whose  heart  was  warmed 
with  gratitude,  and  whose  lips  overflowed  with 
praise. 

But  we  may  suppose  that  there  were  other 
feelings  in  the  mind  of  Hezekiah  besides  thank¬ 
fulness  for  past  mercy.  He  wished  to  have  his 
faith  confirmed,  and  his  resolutions  strengthened. 
He  expected  that  communion  with  the  people  of 
God  in  public  worship  would  assist  him  in  the  re¬ 
collection  that  the  vows  of  the  Lord,  which  he  had 
renewed  in  the  time  of  his  trouble,  were  binding 
upon  him.  It  was  his  object  to  bring  his  conscience 
under  every  possible  obligation  to  love  and  to 
obedience ;  and  those  obligations  would  be  con¬ 
firmed  by  a  voluntary  act  of  publicity  given  to  them 
in  the  ordinances  of  the  House  of  the  Lord. 


*  Luke  xvii.  17. 
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I  will  imitate  the  example  of  good  Hezekiah. 
I  will  thankfully  go  up  to  the  House  of  God.  I 
will  there  thank  Him,  and  beseech  all  His  people 
to  join  me  in  thanking  Him  for  His  great  mercy  to 
me.  I  will  bind  myself  to  the  horns  of  the  altar* 
I  will,  in  dependance  on  His  grace,  give  a  public 
pledge  of  my  desire  and  resolution  to  live  hence¬ 
forth  for  God  and  eternity.  I  will  say  to  His 
church,  what  Ruth  said  to  Naomi,  I  will  not  leave 
thee,  nor  return  from  following  after  thee :  for 
whither  thou  goest,  I  will  go;  and  where  thou 
lodges  1 1  will  lodge  ;  thy  people  shall  he  my  people, 
and  thy  God  my  God  A 

What  language  can  I  use,  on  going  up  to  the 
House  of  the  Lord,  more  suited  to  my  circum¬ 
stances  than  that  which  I  find  in  the  hundred  and 
sixteenth  Psalm  ?  May  the  Holy  Spirit  create  in 
me  feelings  adapted  to  the  occasion,  and  corre¬ 
sponding  with  the  following  song  of  thanksgiving  ! 

I  love  the  Lord,  because  He  hath  heard  my  voice 
and  my  supplications.  Because  He  hath  inclined 
His  ear  unto  me  ;  therefore  will  I  call  upon  Him 
as  long  as  I  live.  The  sorrows  of  death  com¬ 
passed  me,  and  the  pains  of  hell  gat  hold  upon  me : 
I  found  trouble  and  sorrow.  Then  called  I  upon 
the  name  of  the  Lord ;  O  Lord,  I  beseech  Thee 
deliver  my  soul ,  or,  spare  my  life.  Gracious  is 
the  Lord  and  righteous:  yea,  our  God  is  merciful. 
The  Lord  preserveth  the  simple:  I  was  brought 
low,  and  He  helped  me.  Return  unto  Thy  rest , 
O  my  soul,  for  the  Lord  hath  dealt  bountifully 
with  thee.  For  thou  hast  delivered  my  soul 
(Heb.  my  life)  from  death,  mine  eyes  from  teat's, 
and  my  feet  f  rom  falling.  I  will  walk  before  the 
Lord  in  the  land  of  the  living. — I  believed,  and 
therefore  have  I  spoken :  I  was  greatly  afflicted; 
I  said  in  my  haste,  All  men  are  liars. —  What  shall 

t  Ruth  i.  16. 
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I  render  unto  the  Lord  for  all  His  benefits  towards 
me  l  I  will  take  the  cup  of  salvation,  and  call 
upon  the  name  of  the  Lord.  I  will  pay  my  vows 
unto  the  Lord,  now,  in  the  presence  of  all  His 
people.  Precious  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  is  the 
death  of  His  saints.  O  Lord,  truly  I  am  Thy 
servant ;  I  am  Thy  servant,  and  the  son  of  Thy 
handmaid :  Thou  hast  loosed  my  bonds.  I  will 
offer  to  Thee  the  sacrifice  of  righteousness,  and 
will  call  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord.  I  will  pay 
my  vows  unto  the  Lord,  now,  in  the  presence  of 
all  His  people ,  in  the  courts  of  the  Lord's  house, 
even  in  the  midst,  of  thee  O  Jerusalem,  (the  church 
of  God).  Praise  ye  the  Lord. 

llow  exactly  is  this  form  of  worship  suited  to 
my  present  state  and  circumstances!  T,  like  the 
Psalmist,  have  been  in  affliction, — in  danger  of 
death.  Like  him,  in  my  distress,  I  called  on  the 
Lord,  and  He  heard  me.  And,  surely,  I  ought  to 
love  Him  for  this  deliverance,  and  publicly  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  what  I  owe  Him  for  His  benefits 
toward  me.  But  what  return  can  [  make  to  Him  l 
I  have  nothing  but  a  sinful  body  and  a  sinful  soul 
to  offer  up  unto  Him.  These  1  will  offer  ;  and  in 
token  thereof  will  venture  to  increase  my  debt  by 
taking  the  cup  of  salvation  which  He  offers  to  ine. 
1  will  present  myself  at  His  table,  and  there  receive 
the  further  evidence  of  His  love  which  it  furnishes 
in  the  tokens  of  my  Saviour’s  body  as  broken  for 
sinners,  and  of  11  is  blood  as  shed  for  sinners,  ©f 
whom  1  am  among  the  chief.*  I  will  offer  to  Him 
the  sacrifice  of  righteousness ,  the  sacrifice  which  is 
justly  due  to  Him — my  heart  and  my  all.  Thus 
shall  I  pay  my  vows,  made  in  the  time  of  my  af¬ 
fliction,  earnestly  beseeching  Him  to  uphold  me  by 
the  mighty  power  of  His  grace,  that  I  may  per¬ 
severe  unto  the  end,  enjoying  His  presence  in  life 


*  1  Tim.  i.  15. 
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and  death,  and,  in  both,  giving  glory  to  His  blessed 
name. 

Surely  the  devout  feelings  which  the  sweet 
singer  of  Israel  has  expressed  in  the  Psalm  which  I 
have  just  read,  ought  to  prevail  in  my  heart  as 
much  as  they  did  in  his.  My  obligations  are  the 
same;  and  that  gracious  God  and  Saviour  whom 
he  worshipped  is  the  same  yesterday ,  to-day,  and 
for  ever.*  O  that  I  could  love  and  serve  my  God 
as  he  did — with  the  same  deep  humility,  lively  gra¬ 
titude,  ardent  devotion,  and  entire  self-consecra¬ 
tion.  Then  I  should,  indeed,  be  happy.  The 
courts  of  the  Lord’s  house,  here  below,  would  then 
be  to  me  the  precincts  of  heaven  ;  and  I  should  be 
enabled  to  wait  all  the  days  of  my  appointed  time, 
in  humble  hope  and  joyful  expectation,  till  my 
change  coined  And  when  again  I  am  attacked  by 
disease,  and  feel  the  approach  of  death,  as  I  must 
soon  expect  to  do,  I  should  be  enabled  to  say  with 
another  saint  of  old  time,  Lord,  now  lettest  Thou 
Thy  servant  depart  in  peace  according  to  Thy 
word ;  for  mine  eyes  have  seen  Thy  salvation. J 

This  renewed  opportunity  of  visiting  the  House 
of  the  Lord,  after  my  sickness,  reminds  me,  and 
ought  to  humble  me  by  the  recollection,  of  the 
many  opportunities  I  enjoyed,  before  my  late 
illness,  of  attending  there.  Have  I  not  neglected 
some  of  them  ?§  Have  1  not  suffered  trifles  to 
form  an  excuse  for  such  neglect  ?^[  Have  1 
embraced  every  season  of  Divine  worship,  and 
presented  myself  at  the  Lord’s  table  whenever 
the  sacrament  of  the  body  and  blood  of  my 
Saviour  Christ  was  administered  !||  And  supposing 
that  I  have  not  been  guilty  of  the  heinous  sin  of 
violating  the  Sabbath-day  by  neglecting  its  ordi¬ 
nances,  yet  how  little  devotion  has  prevailed  in  my 

*  Heb.  xiii.  8.  t  Jobxiv.  14.  $  Luke  ii.  29.  §  Heb.  x.  25, 
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heart ;  how  inattentive  and  indifferent  have  I  heen 
while  hearing  the  word  of  God ;  and  how  often 
have  the  confessions,  supplications,  and  thanks¬ 
givings  of  the  church  passed  over  feigned,  careless, 
and  profane  lips, — lips  which  profaned  the  name  of 
God  by  using  it  without  reverence,  and  invoking 
it  without  desire  !  Yet  the  justly  offended  Lord 
has  spared  me, — permits  me  again  to  tread  His 
courts,  and  to  unite  again  with  His  people  in  con¬ 
fession,  supplication,  and  thanksgiving.  Again  I 
am  permitted  to  hear  the  word  of  reconciliation  in 
the  name  of  Jesus,  announced  by  the  authorized 
herald  of  salvation. — Again,  oh!  infinite  mercy! 
I  am  invited  to  partake  of  the  bread  and  wine 
which  the  Lord  hath  commanded  to  be  received  by 
every  penitent  sinner,  as  the  token  of  reconciliation 
with  God,  and  of  self-devotion  to  Him.  Oh!  let 
me  draw  near  with  a  true  heart ,  in  full  assurance 
of  faith*  Let  me  consider  duly  the  value  of  the 
privilege  thus  conferred  on  me,  and  adore  the 
patience,  long-suffering,  and  loving-kindness  of  my 
God,  May  I  be  enabled  to  say  with  the  devout 
Psalmist,  from  the  very  bottom  of  my  heart,  How 
amiable  are  Thy  tabernacles,  O  Loyd  of  hosts  ! 
my  soul  longeth,  yea  even  fainteth,  for  the  courts 
of  the  Lord:  my  heart  and  my  fesh  crieth  out  for 
the  living  God.f 


The  Churchman,  recovered  from  sick¬ 
ness,  ENTERING  AGAIN  ON  THE  DUTIES  OF 
HIS  WORLDLY  CALLING. 

It  is  mv  duty  and  interest,  now  that  I  am  about 
to  enter  again  on  the  cares  and  employments  of 
life,  to  which  God  has  been  pleased  to  restore  me. 


*  Heb.  x.  22. 
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to  recollect  the  evils  to  which  I  have  been  exposed 
in  years  that  are  past,  and  the  temptations  by  which 
I  have  fallen  into  sin.  When  a  sailor  is  re- 
embarking  after  a  voyage  in  which  he  had  suffered 
shipwreck,  he  is  in  no  danger  of  forgetting  the 
rock  or  the  sand-bank  on  which  his  vessel  before 
struck  and  went  to  pieces.  If  a  man,  on  a  journey, 
had  fallen  and  broken  a  limb,  he  would  remejnber 
the  spot  where  he  fell,  and  the  circumstances  which 
occasioned  the  accident.  But,  alas  !  I  am  in 
danger  of  forgetting  my  spiritual  falls,  the  injury  I 
have  received  in  my  soul,  and  the  dishonour  1  have 
brought  on  my  profession,  by  making  shipwreck  of 
faith  and  of  a  good  conscience.  I  cannot  be  too 
anxious  to  obtain  as  full  an  acquaintance  as  possible 
with  the  snares  to  which  I  shall  in  future  be  ex¬ 
posed,  nor  too  carefully  prepare  for  avoiding  them. 

I  am  about  again  to  mix  with  the  world, — that 
world  which  St.  John  tells  me  lieth  in  wickedness 
or  the  Wicked  One,*  and  to  which,  he  says,  that  the 
lust  of  the  flesh,  the  lust  of  the  eye ,  and  the  pride 
of  life,-\  all  belong.  Temptations  to  these  evils 
are  unavoidable  ;  but  the  Christian  must  resist  and 
overcome  them,  or  he  must  perish  with  the  world. 
I  shall  be  tempted  by  the  devil,  by  his  servants  in 
the  world,  and  by  my  own  corrupt  heart,  to  sin 
against  that  God  who  hath  done  so  great  things  for 
me ;  but  I  must  fly  from  sin  as  from  the  face  of  a 
serpent.  I  must  not  yield  to  temptation,  even  for 
a  moment,  or  in  the  least  degree,  lest,  having 
thereby  grieved  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God,  He  should 
depart  from  me,  and  leave  me  to  myself,  when  I 
should  be  liable  to  fall  into  the  grossest  evils,  and 
to  destroy  my  own  soul.  I  may  be  ridiculed  and 
despised  by  sinful  persons,  whose  company  I 
cannot  wholly  avoid,  for  being  righteous  overmuch , 
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for  being  precise  and  proud  in  not  doing  as  others 
do;  but  I  must  turn  a  deaf’ ear  to  all  this;  I  must 
set  my  face  as  a  flint  against  smiles  and  frowns; 
remembering  that  1  cannot  be  too  closely  con¬ 
formed  to  the  will  of  God,  and  to  the  example  of 
my  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  too  anxious  to 
preserve  a  consciousness  of  His  favour,  nor  too 
careful  to  shun  whatever  He  has  forbidden.  I 
must  reprove  sin,  both  by  my  conversation  and  ex¬ 
ample,  as  opportunity  is  given  me;  I  must  “not 
be  ashamed  to  confess  the  faith  of  Christ  crucified, 
and  manfully  to  fight  under  His  banner  against  sin, 
the  world,  and  the  devil ;”  and  must  “  continue 
His  faithful  soldier  and  servant  to  my  life’s  end.” 
To  this  I  was  bound  bv  my  baptism  :  and  I  have 
renewed  my  vows  in  my  late  illness.  Oh!  how 
guilty  shall  I  be,  should  I  be  found  among  the 
enemies  of  my  sovereign  Lord,  the  heavenly  King, 
leagued  with  them  against  His  laws  and  His 
kingdom !  What  shall  I  have  to  expect  but  to  be 
treated  as  a  traitor  and  a  rebel,  and  punished  with 
eternal  death ! 

My  blessed  Lord  prayed  for  His  disciples  before 
lie  left  the  world,  that  His  Heavenly  Father 
would  not  take  them  out  of  the  world ,  but  keep 
them  from  the  evil  that  is  in  if*  It  is  for  the  honour 
of  Christ  my  Lord  that  His  disciples  should  honour 
H  im  in  the  world,  by  shining  as  light  s\  therein, 
shedding  abroad  by  their  spirit  and  conduct  a 
knowledge  of  the  nature  and  privileges  of  true 
religion  ;  and  thereby  showing,  as  Noah  did  of  old, 
the  guilt  and  danger  of  living  in  an  impenitent 
state.,  May  my  Saviour’s  intercession  prevail  for 
me!  May  His  Holy  Father  keep,  through  His 
own  name,  my  weak  and  helpless  soul,  that  I  may 
henceforth  escape  the  corruptions  which  are  in  the 
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world  !  May  I  continually  walk  with  God  in  humble 
dependance  on  His  promises, — in  lively  hope  of 
His  mercy, — in  communion  with  Him  by  means  of 
His  ordinances, — in  submission  to  all  the  dispen¬ 
sations  of  His  providence, — in  universal  obedience 
to  His  commandments, — and  in  expectation  of 
eternal  life,  as  His  free  gift  through  Jesus  Christ 
our  Lord.  I  desire  constantly  to  look  not  at  the 
things  which  are  seen,  as  my  scope  and  aim — hut 
at  the  things  which  are  not  seen ;  for  the  things 
which  are  seen  are  temporal,  hut  the  things  which 
are  not  seen  are  eternal .* 

But  what  are  my  chief  dangers  on  entering 
again  into  the  business  of  this  present  world? 
Perhaps  they  may  not  arise,  at  least  in  the  first 
instance,  from  temptations  to  outward  sin.  From 
these  my  heart  would  revolt,  and  I  should  say, 
How  can  /  do  this  great  wickedness,  and  sin 
against  God  If  But  they  may  arise  from  things 
lawful  in  themselves, —  from  the  very  duties  of  my 
lawful  calling,  from  things  which  it  would  be  sinful 
to  neglect.  I  may  be  induced  by  degrees,  and 
under  specious  pretences,  again  to  set  an  undue 
value  on  the  things  of  the  world,  and  to  prefer 
them  before  the  care  of  my  soul.  My  thoughts 
and  my  affections  may  be  inordinately  taken  up 
with  what  is,  in  itself,  lawful  and  right.  I  may 
become  inattentive  to,  and  at  last  lose  sight  of,  the 
awful  caution  of  the  word  of  God,  Love  not  the 
world,  neither  the  things  that  are  in  the  world,  f 
Let  me  then  bear  in  constant  remembrance  this 
solemn  injunction,  and  the  declaration  on  which  it 
is  founded  :  If  any  man  love  the  world ,  the  love  of 
the  Father  is  not  in  him. i  Most,  solemn  and 
alarming  thought  !  I  may  destroy  mv  soul  without 
living  in  open  and  actual  sin.  I  may  fall  short  of 
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heaven,  while  I  am  supposed  to  be  hastening 
thitherwards.  The  love  of  the  world  may  be 
supreme  in  my  heart,  while  I  attend  to  all  the 
decencies  of  life,  and  all  the  outward  forms  of 
religion.  I  cannot  be  with  my  Heavenly  Father 
hereafter,  unless  I  love  him  now ;  and  if  1  love  the 
world  with  supreme  affection,  it  is  certain  I  do  not 
love  Him,  and  therefore  cannot  go  to  Him  when 
I  die.  What  reason  then  appears,  why  I  should 
continually  search  my  own  heart;*  or  rather  use 
with  earnestness  the  Psalmist’s  prayer,  Search  me, 
O  Gocl ,  and  know  my  heart :  Try  me,  and  know 
my  thoughts:  and  see  if  there  he  any  wicked  way 
IN  me,  and  lead  me  in  the  way  everlasiing.f 
It  is  of  importance  for  me  to  ascertain  how  I 
may  discover  the  first  step  which  I  am  in  danger 
of  taking  in  a  departure  from  the  living  God  ;  and 
how,  should  I  deviate  from  His  way,  I  may  return 
to  it.  With  a  view  to  this,  let  me  watch  over  my 
heart  in  its  private  and  public  duties, — in  my  closet 
and  in  the  House  of  God, — and  in  the  bias  of  my 
thoughts,  desires  and  aims  through  the  course 
of  my  daily  business,  and  my  intercourse  with  the 
world.  If  I  have  no  desire  after  communion  with 
God,  and  can  quit  my  chamber  in  the  morning 
without  being  sensible  of  the  danger  to  which  I 
shall  be  exposed  in  the  course  of  the  day,  without 
earnestly  begging  Divine  protection  and  the  sancti¬ 
fying  influences  of  the  Holy  Spirit ;  I  am  on  the 
brink  of  the  precipice.  If  the  return  of  the  Sab¬ 
bath  bring  with  it  no  spiritual  refreshment, — if  no 
awakening  and  comforting  effects  be  produced  on 
my  soul  by  an  attendance  on  its  ordinances,  I  must 
have  fallen  asleep  in  sin,  and,  like  Sampson  when 
deprived  of  his  Nazarite  locks, J  shall  become  an 
easy  prey  to  the  first  enemy  that  assails  me.  If 
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my  thoughts  be  engrossed  by  worldly  objects,  if 
Christ  and  heaven  be  excluded  from  them ;  if  the 
fear  of  sinning  against  God  have  lost  its  alarming 
influence,  and  the  desire  of  being  found  in  Christ, 
and  of  pleasing  God,  have  ceased  to  have  a  place 
in  my  meditations,  I  must  surely  be  like  the  foolish 
virgins  without  preparation  for  a  midnight  sum¬ 
mons,  and  the  proclamation  I  must  soon  expect  to 
hear  that  the  Bridegroom  cometh,*  must  in 
this  case  find  me  unprepared  for  it.  And  what, — 
if  the  door  should  be  shut  against  me,  and  in  reply 
to  my  anxious  application,  Lord ,  Lord,  open  to  me, 
1  should  hear  from  within  the  unalterable  assertion, 
Verily,  I  know  you  not.  Oh  then,  let  me  watch 
for  I  know  neither  the  day  nor  the  hour  when  the 
son  of  man  cometh*  He  has  lately  visited  me  in 
mercy,  warning,  and  calling  me  to  repentance ; 
when  He  comes  again  it  may  be  in  displeasure,  and 
to  take  vengeance  on  impenitence,  unbelief,  and 
contempt  of  His  invitations  and  warnings. 

But  I  humbly  hope  that  this  late  visitation  of 
God’s  gracious  providence  will  be  the  means  of  my 
salvation.  And  oh!  what  reason  shall  I  have  t® 
thank  Him  for  it  to  all  eternity,  should  it  prove  to 
be  so  !  May  He  treat  me  as  His  child  by  adoption 
and  grace,  draw  me  to  Himself  by  the  bands  of 
love  ,*t  correct  me  in  mercy,  should  I  go  astray ; 
and  make  my  heart  His  temple  !  When  the  world 
solicits  undue  attention,  may  I  be  enabled  to  adopt 
the  question  of  our  Lord’s  disciples,  as  the  convic¬ 
tion  of  my  own  sou),  Lord ,  to  whom  should  I  go, 
Thou  hast  the  words  of  eternal  lifelX  May  past 
experience,  as  it  has  proved  that  the  world  is  a 
broken  cistern  that  can  hold  no  ivater§  to  refresh 
a  thirsty  spirit, — that  it  can  afford  no  comfort  in 
the  prospect  of  death  and  eternity,  be  the  means, 
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under  the  influence  of  Thy  grace,  of  my  future 
preservation  from  its  snares:  and  may  future  ex¬ 
perience  daily  renewed,  prove  to  me  that  my-  God 
and  Saviour  is  the  only  fountain  of  living  waters  ; 
that  in  communion  with  Him  as  a  Saviour  and 
portion,  the  soul  finds  what  the  world  cannot  give, 
and  cannot  take  away  !*  May  I  therefore  seek 
after  that  communion  as  the  one  thing  needful  to 
my  happiness  ;  and  whether  sick  or  well,  in  poverty 
or  wealth,  in  prosperity  or  adversity,  may  I  cleave 
to  Him  with  purpose  of  heart ,*j-  and  count  all 
things  loss  and  dung  for  the  excellency  of  the 
knowledge  of  Christ  Jesus  my  Lord!  Then  when¬ 
ever  the  midnight  cry  is  heard.  Behold  the 
Bridegroom  cometh,  I  shall  gladly  go  forth  to 
meet  Him  and  shall  enter  into  the  joy  of  my  Lord. 


The  Convalescent’s  prayer. 

Hear  me,  Almighty  and  Most  Merciful  God  and 
Saviour;  and  as  Thou  hast  extended  Thy  accus¬ 
tomed  goodness  to  me,  who  was  grieved  with 
sickness,  sanctify,  I  beseech  Thee,  this  Thy  late 
fatherly  correction  to  me;  that  the  sense  of  my 
past  weakness  may  add  strength  to  my  faith,  and 
seriousness  to  my  repentance.  And  oh !  that,  as  it 
has  been  Thy  good  pleasure  to  restore  me  to  my 
former  health,  1  may  lead  the  residue  of  my  life  in 
Thy  fear  and  to  Thy  glory,  that  after  this  painful 
life  ended,  I  may  dwell  with  Thee  in  life  everlast¬ 
ing,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.  Amen. 

*  Luke  x.  42.  +  Acts  xi.  23. 
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